INTERMEDIATE SPELLING INVENTORY

This inventory will help you assess the orthographic knowledge elementary students
bring to reading and spelling. This inventory begins with the middle of the letter
name-alphabetic stage and continués to the middle of the derivational relations stage of
spelling. The results of the spelling inventories will have implications for reading, writ-
ing, vocabulary, and spelling instruction.

Instructions

Let students know that you are administering this inventory to learn about how they
spell. Let them know that this is not a test, but that they will be helping you to teach by
doing their best. Students are not to study this inventory beforehand.

Possible script: “I am going to ask you to spell some words. Spell them the best you
can. Some of the words will be easy to spell; some will be more difficult. When you do
not know how to spell a word, spell it the best you can.”

Say the word once, read the sentence if the meaning is unclear, and then say the
word again. Work with groups of words. Have students check their papers for their
name and the date. You may want to stop administering the inventory when students
miss most of the words and you can clearly determine a spelling stage. Consider using
the Upper Level Spelling Inventory if students spell most of these words correctly.

Use either the Feature Guide on page 309 or the Error Guide on page 310. See
Chapter 2 for further instructions on administration and interpretation.

1. speck The weli-dressed man brushed away a speck of lint from his jacket. speck
2. charge She bought new clothes with a charge card. charge '
3. switch The sick boy could switch television channels from his bed. switch
4. scrape - The fall caused her to scrape her knee. scrape ] '
5. nurse The nurse checked her blood pressure. nurse
6. flown it was the first time he'd flown in a helicopter. flown
7. squirt She squeezed the bottle to squirt ketchup on her hamburger. squirt
8. pounce The cat was ready to pounce on the mouse. pourice
9. throat The doctor gave him medicine for his sore throat. throat
10. smudge The big smudge on the mirror made it difficult to see. smud

20. sailor

21. resident

11. shaving The teenager looked forward to shaving. shaving
12. chewed They chewed slowly as they listened to the dinner speaker. chewed
13. pennies The children threw pennies in the fountain. pennies
14. fraction The team was disappointed to get only a fraction of the credit for the job. fraction
15. botile The bottle of shampoo fell from his slippery hands. bottle
16. discovery The discovery of the gold made many people rich. discovery
17. lesson She arrived at the lesson with a notebook and pencil. lesson
18. distance The boys measured the distance between their houses. distance
19. trapped The new graduate felt trapped by a low-paying job. trapped
He wanted to go t il 1

Mr. Squires has been a resident of this town for over 40 years. resident
22. confusion There was confusion when there was a power failure. confusion
23. visible The singer was visible to everyone in the room. visible
24. category [ will put the bottles in one category and the cans in another. category
25. criticize The boss will criticize you for your work. criticize
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