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Upper-Level Spelling Inventory (USI)

The Upper-Level Spelling Inventory (USI) can be used in upper elementary, middle,
high school, and postsecondary classrooms. The 31 words are ordered by difficulty to
sample features of the within word pattern to derivational relations spelling stages. With
normally achieving students, you can administer the entire list, but you may stop when
students misspell more than eight words and are experiencing noticeable frustration. If
any students misspell five of the first eight words, use the ESI to more accurately iden-
tify within word pattern features that need instruction.
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switch
smudge
trapped

scrape

. knotted

shaving
squirt
pounce

. scratches
. crater

. sailor

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

village
disloyal
tunnel
humor
confidence
fortunate

visible
circumference
civilization
monarchy

dominance

correspond
illiterate

emphasize
opposition

chlorine

commotion
medicinal

irresponsible
succession

We can switch television channels with a remote control. switch
There was a smudge on the mirror from her fingertips. smudge
He was trapped in the elevator when the electricity went off.
trapped

The fall caused her to scrape her knee. scrape

The knotted rope would not come undone. knotted

He didn’t start shaving with a razor until 11th grade. shaving
Don't let the ketchup squirt out of the bottle too fast. squirt
My cat likes to pounce on her toy mouse. pounce

We had to paint over the scratches on the car. scratches

The crater of the volcano was filled with bubbling lava. crater
When he was young, he wanted to go to sea as a sailor. sailor
My Granddad lived in a small seaside village. willage

Traitors are disloyal to their country. disloyal

The rockslide closed the tunnel through the mountain. tunnel
You need a sense of humor to understand his jokes. humor
With each winning game, the team’s confidence grew. confidence
The driver was fortunate to have snow tires on that winter day.
fortunate

The singer on the stage was visible to everyone. wvisible

The length of the equator is equal to the circumference of the
earth. circumference

We studied the ancient Mayan civilization last year. ~civilization
A monarchy is headed by a king or a queen. monarchy

The dominance of the Yankee’s baseball team lasted for several
years. dominance

Many students correspond through e-mail.  correspond

It is hard to get a job if you are illiterate. illiterate

I want to emphasize the importance of trying your best.
emphasize

The coach said the opposition would give us a tough game.
opposition

My eyes were burning from the chlorine in the swimming pool.
chlorine

The audience heard the commotion backstage. commotion
Cough drops are to be taken for medicinal purposes only.
medicinal

It is irresponsible not to wear a seat belt. irresponsible

The firecrackers went off in rapid succession. succession

MEQION CEDVICES AT

Vv Xxipuaddy

273



6:53 PM Page 274

.gxd 3/27/07

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA

(penupuo))

0c/

o/ 0/

v/ cl/ v/ L/ 8/ L/ 6/

S/ sjejoiqns

1A e

UONBZIIIAIO "0

wnalio 20us

20UB18JWNDJI0 "6 |

SIA a|q!

olqisin '8l

unyio} ale

a1eunyIo) /|

Pl uoo

80UBpPYUOD 9|

Jowny ‘G|

E) uu

|suuni 'y

sip e

fo [efojsip g1

abeyn g1

e lojles ||

19 1e1e10 0|

so 4ol

e S9y2djelds ‘6

90

no aounod *

nbs

bl Jinbs

Buia

ys Buineys

paj Uy

o panouy -

10s

o-e adelos

padd

1 padden

abp

N[ T [(O[© ||

n ws abpnuwis

Yoy

I Ms Youms *|.

Anoauo)
pajieds
SpPIOM

sjulod saxiyaid sjuawa|3 sajqe|ifs saxiy sajqe|lis ainounp | sjueuosuod S[OMOA sydesBiq
ainjeaq pajejiwissy une]

pajuasoeun leuiy a|qe|lhs xajdwo)
pue yaa3I1n ul S|aMOA pajuaosoeun | pue sbuipuz
paonpay pajoapu|

<« sainjeaq
pue spua|g

a1 J1aain Aldv3 ElLal Eplefelly] A1dv3 ElLal
SNOILYI3H TVNOILVYAIHIA S3XI44V ANV SITaVTIAS

NH3L1Vd QHOM NIHLIM

300N A1dv3 <~ S39VIS

ONITT13dS

afed

v xipuaddy

‘ebe)s buljeds 66/~ ‘eiol 89/ :swjod einjee

L&/~ Apoauo) pejjeds spiom

apein Jayoea]

apiny ainjeaq Alojuanuj Buijjads |ana-1addn Aem J18yL spiom

—h—

awieN sjuepnis

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc.

274

TEQICN QEDVICES AT



6:53 PM Page 275

.gxd 3/27/07

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA

Appendix A
Le/ 89/ 9/ L/ L/ oL/ 6/ 8/ L/ 6/ S/ sjejoL
LL/ cc/ 9/ €/ S/ 9/ cl/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ sjejoiqng
20 uols uoIsSs8ddNs “ g
] sal a|q! a|qisuodsalll '0g
Jlpaw e [euldlpaw "6¢
wuw uon uonowwo? ‘gz
JoJ|yo aul aulIolyo "2
dd sod uonisoddo ‘9g
eyd azis aziseydwa ‘Gz
Il ole Sresdy|ll ‘ye
) sal puodsaliod ‘gz
uiw ooue 2ouBUIWOP "gg
yore Ayoleuow "1g
Apoanion sjuiod saxyald [SUETIETE] sa|qe|lAs SaxIyy sa|qe|is ainyunp SJUBUOSUOD ELYN sydeibig < sainjeaq
pajleds alnjeaq pajejiwissy une pajuasoeun leuld EICENSS x3dwo) pue spua|g
SpIOM pue y3a19 ul S|PMOA pajusodeun | pue sbuipuzy
pasnpay Pa1odjju|
ENY Enlele[l ATdv3 31 370aIN ATdv3 EN] 31aan Aldv3 < S3HVIS
SNOLLY13H TVNOILVAIHIA S3XI44V ANV SI1EVTIAS NHILLVd QHOM NIHLIM HNIT13dS
:ebejs buyjeds 66/ :ejol 89/ :sjulod ainjeo 18/ :Apoauion pajeds spiom
areq apeln Jayoea| aweN suapnis

(panunuo)) apiny ainjeaq Aiojuaauj buljjads jana1-1addn Aem 418y spiom

275

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc.

MEQION CEDVICES AT



6:53 PM Page 276

.gxd 3/27/07

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA

‘0 PUB 6 UBBMIEQ SI [B10} B} JI Z UBY) 8J0W SSIW oym asoy} 1yBIyBiH g pue G usemiaq Si [B10} 8U} §i 8Jnjes) Jeinoied & Uo | UBY) 810W SSIW Oym sjuapnis 1ybiybiH.

—h—

Luononasul
1oy WbIYBIH

LS

‘9¢

'S¢

e

34

K44

‘e

‘0¢

61

‘81

L

91

‘Sl

14

€l

¢l

L

0}

‘6

a|o|<|wB|o|N|wo

N

66

9

L

L

ol

6

8

L

6

S

sjulod 9|qIssod

19pI0
quey
lelol

saxiyaid
pajejiwissy

sjuawa|3
une
pue yaa15

sa|qellis
pajuasoeun

ul S|oMoA

paosnpay

soxIpy

so|qellAs
leud
pajuadoeun

ainpounp
ajqe|iis

pue sbujpuz
Pajosjpu|

sjueuosuo)
xaidwo)

S|OMOA

sydesbig
pue
spualg

sawen 1
Sluepms

ElLal

J1aain
SNOILVI3H TVNOILLVAIH3A

Aldv3

31

J1aain

S3XI44V ANV SITaVTIAS

Aldv3 ElLal

31aain

Aldv3

NH3L1Vd QHOM NIHLIM

< §39VILS
ONIT13dS

areq

v xipuaddy

apeln

|ooyos

aysodwon woolisse|) Alojuaauj Buijjads [ana1-1addn Aem J1dyL spiom

—h—

Jayoea]

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc.

276

TEQICN QEDVICES AT



6:53 PM Page 269

.gxd 3/27/07

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA

—b—

Appendix A
AVM HIFHL
8 H31dVHO L H31dVHO 9 H31dVHO S H31dVHO ¥ 431dVHO S@HoM NI
SH3LdVHO
31 J1aain Aldv3 3 37adin A1dv3 a1 J1aain Aldv3 ElLAl 37adin A1dv3 3 J1adin Aldv3 < SIAHVYILS
SNOLLYI3H TVNOILVAIHIA S3XI44V ANV S3T8VTIAS NH3L1Vd QHOM NIHLIM JIL38VHdTV—3aWVN H3.1137 AN3IOH3INT DNIT13dS

eys uoneziuebip woolsse|) abejs-Ag-buijjeds

—h—

269

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc.

MEQION CEDVICES AT



	spelling_ug
	spellingstage



