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	   Dinosaurs lived on Earth millions of year

ago.  Today we know a lot about them.  How do we

know so much?  We learned about them from people

who study the remains of dead plants and animals.

     Fossils is the name we give to remains that 

have become hard and turned to stone.  Not every

plant or animal becomes a fossil when it dies. 

Some just dry up under the sun.  Strong winds blow

away others.

     For a dead plant or animal to become a fossil,

everything must be just right.  Sand or mud has to

cover the animal or plant quickly.  That way, neither

the wind nor the sun can destroy it.  Then the sand or 

mud cover turns hard as a rock.  Over time, the fossil takes shape.

     To find fossils, we must dig for them.  We might

find a bone, a tooth, or a part of a plant.  We might even

find a footprint!  Every find is a clue that tells a little

more about life many years ago.




Comprehension Check

1. How do people find fossils?
2. Why are the sun and the wind a problem when creating new fossils?
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